
Project Based Learning (PBL) and 

Service-Learning  
Service-learning is PBL with social responsibility.  

Project Based Learning is a hands-on,  

student-directed learning strategy that  

challenges students to solve a problem and 

demonstrate their solution in a performance to an 

outside audience.  

Students collaborate in an in-depth inves-

tigation that involves trial and error, com-

munication, data collection, and critical 

thinking. The stages of the PBL process 

include receiving a challenge, investigat-

ing possible solutions, consulting experts, 

conducting research, trial and error/

problem-solving, determining criteria for 

success, presenting a demonstration, and 

reflection. 

Service-Learning is a student-directed teaching and 

learning strategy that empowers students to make a 

difference addressing real-world issues related to aca-

demic content.  

Students build skills, experience and character while 

developing their roles as responsible, caring citizens. 

Subject area learning and practice are part of every 

stage of the service-learning process: investigation, 

preparation, action, reflection, demonstration, and 

evaluation (IPARDE). See [www.learningtogive.org/get

-started/take-action] for more information on the stag-

es of service-learning. Students work collaboratively, 

make choices related to their skills and interests, inter-

act with diverse people in the community, and docu-

ment their learning and impact. 

• Make students more aware of their communities 

• Involve research 

• Introduce community partners and experts 

• Incorporate reflection throughout the process 

• Put responsibility of proposing solutions in the hands of 

the students 

• Culminate with a public demonstration 

• Youth directed 

• Use skills of collaboration, critical thinking, problem 

solving, and communication 

• Motivate students to do their best  

• Empower student leadership skills 

• Build self-efficacy, the belief one is capable of success 

• Provide a purpose larger than oneself 

Service-learning and PBL Shared Attributes: 

Learning to Give (LTG) is a free online educational resource whose vision is that all people have knowledge, skills, and 
training to be engaged citizens and use their skills, training, and voice to create impact in their communities. The K-12 
lessons are aligned with State Academic and Common Core State Standards. While any LTG lessons may lead to 
projects, these two comprehensive middle school units teach the process of PBL: 

• “The Power of Children” (6-8) [learningtogive.org/units/power-children] The students identify a need in their  
community and form small groups to layout a service-learning project. They hold a "Service-Learning Expo."   
The participants vote, and the winning projects are implemented by the class or school.  

• “Farm to Table and Food Security” (6-8) [learningtogive.org/units/farm-table-and-food-security]  Students become 
aware of the complexity of the issue of hunger in the U.S. as they use research, critical thinking, and problem solv-
ing to explore, communicate, and draw conclusions about an issue around food production and distribution.   

Getting Started with Learning to Give: The K-12 lesson plans on Learning to Give complement what you are already 
teaching, so this isn't an add-on. The page [www.learningtogive.org/get-started] is a good place to begin. Read stories of 
experienced teachers. Educate yourself with brief online tutorials. Find lessons by academic skills or service issues. 
Look up lessons by calendar events and current events.  


